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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 



Claim 1 recites the limitation "the generator" in lines 1 1 ,12,14. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Examiner interprets 
this limitation as - the on screen electronic program guide generator. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the program data" in lines 8,9. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Examiner interprets 
this limitation as - the television program data. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the on screen program guide" in line 14, 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Examiner 
interprets this limitation as - the on screen electronic program guide. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mankovitz (US 5,559,550), and in view of Alexander et al. (US 6,177,931). 

Regarding claim 1, Mankovitz teaches a method for intermittently (periodically) 
downloading television program data to a plurality of user terminals equipped 
with a data receiver (tuner 1272, VBI decoder 1294 - figure 8A), a memory 
(program schedule memory 1282 - figure 8A) for storing television program data, 
an on screen electronic program guide generator (video processor 1296 - figure 
8A), a microprocessor (1284 - figure 8A), and a television monitor (1280 - figure 
8A) for displaying television programs and an electronic program guide (figure 9), 
the method comprising the steps of: 

intermittently transmitting television program data to the user terminals 
(periodically transmitting program schedule to the television receiver - col. 9, 
lines 11-27); 

storing the transmitted program data in the memory (storing program schedule 
into program schedule memory 1 282 -col. 9, lines 1 1 -23); 
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programming the microprocessor to transfer television program data from the 
memory to the generator in response to user commands (i.e., the viewer presses 
Guide/TV button 1312 on remote controller 1310 and the microprocessor 1284 
recalls a portion of the program schedule database from memory 1282 and 
coupled it to video processor 1296 - col. 9, lines 45-56); 
programming the microprocessor to control the generator to generate a video 
drive signal representative of an on screen television guide (in response to the 
command, the microprocessor recalls a portion of the program schedule 
database from memory 1282 and couples it to video processor 1296, where the 
program listings are formatted for display (col. 9, lines 45-67); 
coupling the generator to the monitor to display the on screen program guide 
(coupling the video processor 1296 to the monitor 1280 to display the program 
listings - col. 9, lines 45-67 and figures 8A-9). Mankovitz further discloses using 
viewer input devices to control the system (col. 1 1 , lines 3-30). The VCR can be 
turned off (col. 4, lines 25-67). Inherently, the data receiver is normally powered 
off. However, Mankovitz does not specifically disclose powering the data 
receivers on to intercept the transmitted data program. 
Alexander teaches powering the data receiver on to intercept the transmitted 
data program (Instead of automatically recording the programs selected, the 
Watch function automatically turns the television on. if it is not already on, and 
automatically tunes to the television to the channel scheduled to deliver the 
designated program, if the television is not already tuner to that channel - col. 
10, lines 2-10. As a result, the transmitted program data is intercepted). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
tinne the invention was made to modify Mankovitz to use the teaching as taught 
by Alexander in order to improve efficiency in data transmission and reduce 
power consumption. 

Regarding claim 2, IVIankovitz teaches the data receiver comprises a television 
tuner 1272 and VBI decoder 1294 and the transmitting step comprises 
embedding the program data in a television signal received by the tuner (figure 
8A and col. 9, lines 18-27). 

5. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mankovitz (US 5,559,550). and in view of Lett et al. (US 5,592,551 ). 

Regarding claim 1, Mankovitz teaches a method for intermittently (periodically) 
downloading television program data to a plurality of user terminals equipped 
with a data receiver (tuner 1272, VBI decoder 1294 - figure 8A), a memory 
(program schedule memory 1282 - figure 8A) for storing television program data, 
an on screen electronic program guide generator (video processor 1296 - figure 
8A), a microprocessor (1284 - figure 8A), and a television monitor (1280 - figure 
8A) for displaying television programs and an electronic program guide (figure 9), 
the method comprising the steps of: 
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intermittently transmitting television program data to the user terminals 
(periodically transmitting program schedule to the television receiver - col. 9, 
lines 11-27); 

storing the transmitted program data in the memory (storing program schedule 
into program schedule memory 1282 -col. 9, lines 1 1-23); 
programming the microprocessor to transfer television program data from the 
memory to the generator in response to user commands (i.e., the viewer presses 
Guide/TV button 1312 on remote controller 1310 and the microprocessor 1284 
recalls a portion of the program schedule database from memory 1282 and 
coupled it to video processor 1296 - col. 9, lines 45-56); 
programming the microprocessor to control the generator to generate a video 
drive signal representative of an on screen television guide (in response to the 
command, the microprocessor recalls a portion of the program schedule 
database from memory 1282 and couples it to video processor 1296, where the 
program listings are formatted for display (col. 9, lines 45-67); 
coupling the generator to the monitor to display the on screen program guide 
(coupling the video processor 1296 to the monitor 1280 to display the program 
listings - col. 9, lines 45-67 and figures 8A-9). Mankovitz further discloses using 
viewer input devices to control the system (col. 1 1 , lines 3-30). The VCR can be 
turned off (col. 4, lines 25-67). Inherently, the data receiver is normally powered 
off. However, Mankovitz does not specifically disclose powering the data 
receivers on to intercept the transmitted data program. 
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Lett teaches powering the data receiver on to intercept the transmitted data 
program (The subscriber terminal tunes to the EPG data channel whenever 
possible. For example, when the terminal is turned off, it enters an off mode and 
tunes a default channel, called an "off* channel - Col. 13, lines 4-30). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Mankovitz to use the teaching as taught by Lett in 
order to improve efficiency in data transmission and reduce power consumption. 

Regarding claim 2, Mankovitz teaches the data receiver comprises a television 
tuner 1272 and VBI decoder 1294 and the transmitting step comprises 
embedding the program data in a television signal received by the tuner (figure 
8A and col. 9, lines 18-27). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Mankovitz (US 6,341 ,195) teaches apparatus and methods for a television on 
screen guide. 

Yuen et al. (US 6,239,794) teaches method and system for simultaneously 
displaying a television program and information about the program. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Son P Huynh whose telephone number is 
703-305-1889. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Christopher C Grant can be reached on 703-305-4755. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Son P. Huynh 
September 7. 2004 
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